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ing him from the land by force of arms. This was too big
a task.

One of the early events of the new campaign was an at-
tempt by the Capuans to seize upon Cumse, whose citizens
they had vainly sought to engage in revolt against Borne.
Unable to make headway by such means, they resorted to the
stratagem of inviting the leading nobles and officials to a con-
ference at Hamse, where there was a solemn sacrifice at this
time, intending to seize upon the city during the solemnities.
The Cumseans suspected something of this kind, and in-
formed Gracchus of the facts. This officer tad recently
moved from Sinuessa to Liternum, on the coast above Cumae,
The Capuans had put fourteen thousand men in hiding near
Hamse, which was about three miles from Cumse, with or-
ders, after midnight, when the celebration should be at its
height, to fall upon and seize Cumse. But the scheme did
not prosper. Gracchus arrived at the camp of the Capuan
detachment before they set out, and falling unawares upon
the force, cut out and killed some two thousand men of them,
with a loss to himself of but one hundred; plundered their
camp, and himself quickly occupied Cumse, lest Hannibal,
who was near by, on Mt. Tifata, should move out against
him at Hamse, which was an open place. In fact, Hannibal
sought to do this very thing, hoping to catch Gracchus
unawares ; but reached Hamse to find the Romans gone.

On the following day, Hannibal appeared again before
Cumae, and blockaded the place. As he had been unable to
get Neapolis, he would have much liked Cumse as a seaport.
Both parties prepared for vigorous work. A tower was
erected by Hannibal from which to mount the wall, and a
corresponding one by Gracchus to defend it. Gracchus was
fortunate enough to succeed in setting fire to the Carthaginian
tower, and, in the flurry connected with this incident, madee. But no step was taken towards driv-mtm   wlfil/ii   iltt   fill   ull was the means of so entirely weakening the morale
